
2026 Media Kit 
Effective January 1, 2026

CONTACT US: ADS@WESTSIDERAG.COM

West Side Rag
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The West Side Rag is the Upper West Side’s online 
newspaper. 
We are the premier site for breaking news and local content for the approximately 
200,000 residents of the Upper West Side, as well as visitors to our numerous 
cultural venues and local businesses. 

Founded in 2011, the site attracts over 11.5 million page views per year with over 
25,000 daily newsletter subscribers. 

“The Rag” is regularly cited by The New York Times, the Daily News, Gothamist 
and other media organizations. New York magazine called the West Side Rag “The 
Hyperlocal Website We All Wish We Had.”
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Most of our advertisers become repeat customers.
Our readers are devoted to the West Side Rag which benefits our advertisers by 
providing access to a highly targeted audience. We offer several types of ads that 
are designed to meet the messaging that our advertisers wish to convey. We work 
with our advertisers to provide ad packages that will provide maximum exposure and 
return on investment. Some of our repeat advertisers:
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Several kinds of ads and sponsorships are available. 
Our Header Ads run on each page at the top of the site.

West Side Rag
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Sidebar Ads appear on every page of the website.
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Sponsored Posts run 
in the site just like 
news stories, allowing 
advertisers to explain 
their businesses or events 
in more detail. We have 
worked with large and 
small advertisers to help 
them craft their stories. 
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Newsletter Ads appear 
at the bottom of our 
email newsletter sent to 
over 25,000 subscribers 
daily. The newsletter, 
which teases stories of 
the day, has an open 
rate of 70%.
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Ad Type Rate Specs

All header and sidebar ads appear on the home page and on (most) interior post/article pages.

1. Header Ad Buyout* $2,500 per month
728w x 90h static jpeg 
or png or animated GIF2. Header Ad 1/3 share* Rotates with 2 other ads $750 per month

3. Right Sidebar Ad (A)* 1st position (top placement) $325 per week
$950 per month

600w x 600h static jpeg 
or png or animated GIF

4. Right Sidebar Ad (B)* 2nd position $290 per week
$900 per month

5. Right Sidebar Ad (C)
3rd positions and below. Rotating between positions. Each 
ad gets equal time in each position. Monthly impressions for 
each sidebar C ad has been over 1.4 million on average.

$195 per week
$750 per month

6. Left Sidebar* Rotating within 3 positions.  
Each ad gets equal time in each position. 

$250 per week
$850 per month

*(when available)

Advertising and Sponsorship Rates 2026

We like to tailor ad campaigns to individual businesses or organizations. Talk to us about what 
you’re looking for and we can design an ad campaign around your needs. We want you to reach 
as many potential clients as possible!
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Ad Type Rate Specs

All header and sidebar ads appear on the home page and on (most) interior post/article pages.

7. Newsletter Ad An ad in our newsletter, sent  
daily to 25k+ subscribers. $125 per send, or $450 for five sends. 350w x 350h static jpeg or png 

or animated GIF

8. Sponsored Story

A story/post about your business 
with the word “Sponsored” in the 
header. 

These stories/posts are written 
by you and are approved by us 
before posting. These stories are 
“permanent” posts accessible 
“forever.”

$650 per post.
Includes a text link to the story in the 
first newsletter sent after the story is 
posted and one social media post. 

Additional newsletter links for 
Sponsored Stories are $85 per send, 
or $300 for five sends.

See page 10 for detailed specs

9. Social Media Spon-
sored Post (FB, IG, X)

An ad in our social media feeds 
with the word “Sponsored.”

$175 per post, per channel. See page 11 for detailed specs

Advertising and Sponsorship Rates 2026
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SPONSORED STORY SPECS 
What we need from you to publish a sponsored story

1. Story Copy (Text)

•	300–900 words recommended
•	Should be written in a narrative or informational style (not 

bullets only)
•	Must be final copy; edits may be made only for clarity/

grammar
•	 Include business name + website link in text

2. Headline

•	6–12 words preferred
•	May be adjusted slightly to fit our style
•	 “Sponsored” will be included in the Header

3. Images

•	Featured Image (required)
•	Appears on homepage + story header
•	 1500w × 750h JPEG or PNG 

(static images only, no GIFs)
•	Body Images (optional, recommended 1–4 images)

•	Horizontal orientation: minimum 1500w
•	Vertical orientation: minimum 1000w
•	JPEG or PNG accepted
•	Must have rights/permission for use
•	Optional: include captions

4. Call-To-Action (optional)

•	Link to website
•	Reservation / registration link
•	Phone number / email contact



W
es

t 
S

id
e 

R
a

g

	 CONTACT US: ADS@WESTSIDERAG.COM� p. 11

SOCIAL MEDIA POST SPECS 
What we need from you to publish a social media post

Image/Creative Requirements

•	JPEG or PNG (static images only, no GIFs)
•	Recommended dimensions: 1080w × 1080w (square)
•	Must have rights/permission for use

Caption/Text Requirements

•	Provide full caption text with submission
•	May include one link

Platform-specific limits

•	X/Twitter: maximum 4 images and 180 characters in the 
caption

•	 Instagram + Facebook: no strict character or image limits, 
though concise copy is recommended

Call-To-Action (optional)

•	Link to website
•	 reservation/registration link
•	phone number or email
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